Aspergillus prosthetic valve endocarditis causing functional aortic stenosis: initial case report.
In the modern surgical era, postoperative prosthetic valve endocarditis persists as a potentially devastating complication of valve replacement surgery. While generally resulting in valvular destruction and regurgitation, prosthetic valve endocarditis may also result in valvular obstruction. The diagnosis of prosthetic valve endocarditis may be difficult due to technical limitations affecting the diagnostic capability of transthoracic echocardiography in patients with prosthetic valves and the indolent nature of the infectious process. We describe the first reported case of Aspergillus endocarditis leading to obstruction of a prosthetic valve in a patient with recent aortic valve replacement.